
 

On November 19, 2020, ICF held the first in 

a series of four sessions of the Virtual 

Thematic Seminar-Workshops on the 

Intersection of Religion, Gender, and Human 

Rights. ICF launched this Thematic Seminar-

Workshop in line with the 16 Days of 

Activism against Gender-based Violence that 

starts on November 25 and culminates on 

December 10.  

 
The first session had the sub-theme on 

Religion, Femicide, and Various Forms of 

Sexual Abuse. ICF was very happy to have 

Dr. Liza Lamis, the Executive Secretary of the 

International Committee Fellowship of the 

Least Coin, and Ms. Mercy Kappen, the 

Executive Director Vishtar Academy of 

Justice and Peace in Bangalore, India, as 

speakers. Both gave powerful and insightful 

presentations.  

 
Dr. Liza Lamis focused on the harmful 

interpretation of the Bible that result in 

violence against women. She also presented 

Christianityõs long tradition with ancient 

famous thinkers promoting harmful practices. 

She further challenged the participants to 

look into their own sacred texts and identify 

connections between the harmful practices 

towards women and the interpretation of 

sacred texts.  

 
Ms. Mercy Kappen gave a profound talk 

by first providing a comprehensive 

definition of violence against women as 

well as devastating current statistics of 

gender-based violence. She further 

explained common practices of victim- 

blaming and debunked the myths and 

beliefs around these practices. She 

further pointed out the importance of 

intersectionality to tackle the issue of 

violence against women in its 

complexity. 

 
This session had thirty-two attendees, 

thirteen (13) males, and nineteen (19) 

females, who came from different 

religious traditions. There were five 

Buddhists, five Muslims, two Hindus, 

and twenty Christians.  

 
On the following Tuesday, November 

24th, the participants had the chance to 
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Follow us @ ICF ôs  

Facebook page: 
Interfaith Cooperation 

Forum 

meet in an open zoom to reflect and 

discuss the presentations together. We 

also take this space to thank both our 

speakers, Dr. Liza Lamis and Ms. Mercy 

Kappen, for graciously accepting ICFõs 

invitation and giving such inspiring 

presentations. ğğğ 
            

            - Annika Denkmann 

             BftW Seconded  Personnel 

There are several myths and 
misconceptions about why sexual 
violence happens. Clothing, 
flirting, alcohol, going home alone 
are NOT the cause of sexual 
violence, as many would believe. 
Sexual violence is 100% caused by 
the sexual assault perpetrator.  

                      ɶ Ms. Mercy Kappen 

Photos 

during the  
November 

19, 2020  
Virtual 

Seminar-

Workshop. 



Page 3  Vol. III, No. 6  

ICF held the second session of the four-part Virtual 

Thematic Seminar-Workshops on the Intersection of 

Religion, Gender, and Human Rights on November 

26, 2020. The topic of this session was on Religion 

and LGBT Communities: òIs Godõs Love Exclusive for 

the Straight People?ó  

 
ICF was very pleased to welcome Dr. Sharon Bong, 

an Associate Professor of Gender Studies at Monash 

University-Malaysia, and Dr. Al Fuertes, an Associate 

Professor at George Mason University in Virginia, 

USA, specializing in psycho-social trauma healing as an 

important component of conflict transformation. Dr. 

Sharon Bong started with a brainstorming exercise on 

what is sexuality for all participants. Then she gave a 

very insightful presentation on sexual ethics theory. 

She explained what our societies and religions 

perceive and deem as normal and what the actual 

reality and diversity of gender identities and sexual 

orientation look like.  

 
Following Dr. Bongõs inspiring presentation, Dr. Al 

Fuertes gave a powerful personal account about 

growing up gay in a religious community and finding 

the courage to come out years later through a 

devastating personal loss. A fruitful discussion with 

both resource persons followed their 

presentations. 

 
As in the first session on November 19, thirty-

two attendees joined. Fifteen of them are males, 

and seventeen of them are females. The 

representation of participants from the different 

religions remains the same: there were five 

Buddhists, five Muslims, two Hindus, and twenty 

Christians. 

 
On the following Tuesday, November 24, the 

participants had the chance again to meet in an 

open zoom to reflect further on the presentations 

and discuss them together. We thank both our 

speakers, Dr. Sharon Bong and Dr. Al Fuertes, for 

accepting the ICF invitation and for giving thought-

provoking and insightful presentations.ğğğ 

                                    

                                    ñAnnika Denkmann 

    
            
  

Godõs love is not limited  to straight 
people only. Godõs love is open to all. 

- Dr. Al Fuertes 

Monash and George Mason Profs Share Incisive 

Presentations on  òReligion and the LGBT Communitiesó 

Thank God for feminists, who have pointed 
out to us that gender complementarity is an 
extension of sexism. It puts men and 
women, boys and girls in their place and you 
are punished if you go out of your place or 
fall out of line. 
                             - Dr. Sharon A. Bong 


