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Mercy Kappen, Liza Lamis speak on Religion, Femicide, and
Various Forms of Sexual Abuses

On November 19, 2020, ICF held the first it _Virtual Thematic Seminar-Workshop on
a series of four sessions of the Virtual "The Intersection of Religion, Gender, and

; ; Human Rights"
Thematlc SemlnmorkShops on the November 19, December3,andg10. 2020 @ 4:00-6:00 PM HKT
Intersection of Religion, Gender, and Humal Nowenterze 2020 GERe L eoRHERT
Rights. ICF launched this Thematic Seminal syg

Workshop in line with the 16 Days of s q
Activism against Genddrased Violence that 3 =4

starts on November 25 and culminates on
The first session had the sidheme on po et @

November 19, 2020
Topic: Religion, Femicide, and Various
Forms of Sexual Abuse

December 10.

Religion, Femicide, and Various Forms of kol

Sexual Abuse. ICF was very happy to have e ol Cooparaton o
Dr. Liza Lamis, the Executive Secretary of tr~

International Committee Fellowship of the
Least Coin, and Ms. Mercy Kappen, the
Executive Director Vishtar Academy of
Justice and Peace in Bangalore, India, as
speakers. Both gave powerful and insightfu

presentations.

by first providing a comprehensive
definition of violence against women a
| well as devastating current statistics off
genderbased violence. She further
explained common practices of vicim

Dr. Liza Lamis focused on the harmful blaming and debunked the_ myths and
beliefs around these practices. She

interpretation of the Bible that result in furth ted out the i t ¢
violence against women. She also presentet further pointed out the importance o

Christianityds | on |r_1tersectiona_lity to tackle_th_e issue of]
famous thinkers promoting harmful practices V|olence.aga|nst women in its

She further challenged the participants to ~ complexity.

look into their own sacred texts and identify
connections between the harmful practices
towards women and the interpretation of

This session had thirtiwo attendees,
thirteen (13) males, and nineteen (19)
females, who came from different
religious traditions. There were five
Buddhists, five Muslims, two Hindus,

and twenty Christians.

sacred texts.

On the following Tuesday, November
24", the participants had the chance to

Ms. Mercy Kappen gave a profound talk

ci



The Peacebuilders

Mercy Kappen, Liza Lamis speak on Religion, Femicide . . .

meet in an open zoom to reflect and
discuss the presentations together. We
also take this space to thank both our

Kappen, for gracio
invitation and giving such inspiring

v oW

presentationsd § g

- Annika Denkmann
BftW Seconded Personnel

Siman

Photos

during the
November

19, 2020
Virtual

Seminar
Workshop.

v WOMEN must read and inter]
for themselves with a critical

accountability

v~ Explore the challenge of being a

Foll ow us

Facebook page:
Interfaith Cooperation

women around him? hat gender ima
can we glean from the life and work o

speakers, Dr. Liza Lamis and Ms. Mercy)|
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2001-2010 - Decade to Overcome Violence

+ #ThursdaysinBlack (W AssemblynSeoul, 20131~
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ret their religious scriptures
eminist lens.
v Debunk the myth of the "fall of man’ and take men into
or their behavior. Men must be responsible
for themselves, particularly for their sexual behavior.
man like Jesus.
Jesus say about women? How did he treat and work with
women? how did_he wen up himself to the challenge of
I es and constructs
Jesus?

indicate one’s commiti
“global movement in “resisting attitudes

and practices that permit rape and

violence”

=+“Show respect for women who are
esilient in the face of injustice and
iolence”

What did
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Monash and George Mason Profs Share Incisive
Presentations on oOReligion and

| CF held the second session of the fepart Virtual

Thematic SeminaWorkshops on the Intersection of

Religion, Gender, and Human Rights on November

26, 2020. The topic of this session was on Religion

and LGBT Communities: 0ls Godo6s Love Exclusive

the Straight People?6

ICF was very pleased to welcome Dr. Sharon Bong,
an Associate Professor of Gender Studies at Monash
UniversityMalaysia, and Dr. Al Fuertes, an Associate
Professor at George Mason University in Virginia,
USA, specializing in psyehocial trauma healing as an
important component of conflict transformation. Dr.
Sharon Bong started with a brainstorming exercise on
what is sexuality for all participants. Then she gave a

very insightful presentation on sexual ethics theory. Goddés |love ™ m
She explained what our societies and religions people only. Godds
perceive and deem as normal and what the actual -Dr. Al Fuerte
reality and diversity of gender identities and sexual ‘

orientation look like.

. N . both resource persons followed their
Foll owing Dr. Bongos |nsplrlmrét%nspresentatlon, D

Fuertes gave a powerful personal account about
growing up gay in a religious community and finding
the courage to come out years later through a
devastating personal loss. A fruitful discussion with

prese

As in the first session on November 19, thirty
two attendees joined. Fifteen of them are males
and seventeen of them are females. The
representation of participants from the different
religions remains the same: there were five
Buddhists, five Muslims, two Hindus, and twenty

Christians.

On the following Tuesday, November 24, the
participants had the chance again to meet in an
open zoom to reflect further on the presentation

Religion and LGB communities: ‘ Ly and discuss them together. We thank both our
Is God's love exclusive for straight people?

e speakers, Dr. Sharon Bong and Dr. Al Fuertes,
accepting the ICF invitation and for giving thoug

provoking and insightful presentatiofngy g

fi Annika Denkmann
who have pointed
pl ementarity is an
uts men and
their place and you
t of your place or
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